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[Any publication noticed in these pages may be obtained of the American Publication 
Society or Hebrew, Morgan Park, 111.] 



OLD TESTAMENT CHARACTERS.* 



This is another of Cunningham Geikie's interesting and helpful contributions 
to biblical literature. Those who have read the Life and Words of Christ, or 
Hours with the Bible will hardly require an introduction to anything else coming 
from Dr. Geikie's pen. To those who have not the time to devote to the perusal 
of the large six volume work, Hours with the Bible, this single volume, selecting 
only the leading points and characters, will be a welcome help in the study of the 
Old Testament. In the form of brief monographs we have presented, in a clear 
life-like manner, prominent Bible characters all the way from Noah, and the 
other patriarchs, through the judges, kings and prophets of the chosen people. 
Of course, with so much ground to cover, it has been impossible to give that close 
and elaborate analysis of character and motive that would be desirable for critical 
purposes. To expect so much in the compass of 484 pages would be unreasonable. 
The sketches, while brief, are carefully and attractively written, and the treat- 
ment of character candid and impartial, as far as it goes. They are not isolated, 
but follow the development of the national history, an order which is helpful in 
obtaining a correct historical perspective. "Where light can be thrown on the 
narrative from the results of modern research, as from the history, customs and 
manners of not only the Israelite, but the Assyrian and Egyptian, such light is 
furnished, or the references where it can be found. Besides, there are seventy- 
one illustrations of eastern customs, manners and places interspersed through the 
book, which add to its interest and value. The book is well worth having to 
those who have not the time or taste for the fuller and more comprehensive work. 

There is no harm in the wish expressed in the preface that the book should 
be adopted for the use of senior classes in our higher educational institutions, 
nor in ours, that such institutions and classes may find time for something more 
critical and satisfactory. It is an admirable book for the parlor and home. 



JUKE'S MYSTERY OF THE KINGDOMS 



The first chapter of this book is devoted to proving that there does exist a 
" mystic sense " in Scripture, and to explaining the character of the same. We 
have no words with which to describe the feelings aroused by the reading of this- 
discussion. Nor can we understand why a book of such a character should reach 
a third edition. The system of interpretation will better be learned from the 
author's own words : 



* Old Testament Characters by C. Geikie, D. D., Author of "Life and Words of Christ," 
"Hours with the Bible," &c, &c. With seventy-one illustrations'. New York: James Pott & Co., 
Astor Place. 1885. Price, $1.50. 

t The Mystery or the Kingdom, traced through the Pour Books of Kings. By Andrew 
Jukes. Parti. The First Book of Kings. Third edition. 8vo, pp. 125. New York: Thomas 
Whittdker. Price, $1.00. 



92 The Old Testament Student. 

" The Books First we have Genesis. Here, beginning with the work of 

God, we are shewn what man is, and all that comes forth from him. In Adam 
we see human nature as it is in itself, ready to trust the tempter and to distrust 
God ; yet pitied and visited with a promise and a gift. In his sons we see all that 
by grace or nature grows out of human nature. As the story proceeds we see in 
Noah how man reaches to regeneration, and passes from the old world to a new one 
through the waters. Noah's seed shew us the varied forms of life which follow 
regeneration. In Abraham the elect comes before us as the believer : in Isaac, 
as the son : in Jacob, as the pilgrim or servant ; in Joseph, as the sufferer at last 
glorified : each revealing some fresh aspect of the grace of Him who, by corre- 
sponding manifestations of Himself, had formed their respective characters. 
Exodus advances a step. Here from the character, we pass to the redemption, of 
the elect. God is seen delivering his people from the house of bondage; the 
sprinkled blood upon the lintel marking those that are His, and causing the de- 
stroyer to pass over. Then comes Leviticus, opening out the truth of the way of 
access to God, by means of the offering, the priest, and the appointed washings ; 
teaching, when it can be borne by His people, the uncleanness of the redeemed, 
and the sensitive holiness of the Redeemer. Numbers follows. The lesson here 
taught is not redemption by grace, nor is it the way of access to the Redeemer ; 
Numbers shews what God is to His people throughout their pilgrimage to their 
rest ; that, while they walk, He walks and dwells with them, in a tent and taber- 
nacle. Then comes Deuteronomy, teaching a higher lesson still, and shewing the 
ways wherein He would have His elect walk, if they would attain to enter the 
promised land. Joshua gives us their experience there, a figure of our experience 
as "risen with Christ," and with Him brought through death, into "conflict in 
heavenly places." Judges follows, shewing how this conflict is given up, and the 
consequent failure of the elect in heavenly places, together with God's continu- 
ally recurring aid to meet their need. Then in Ruth we get a glimpse of the 
Church ; a stranger is made the bride, by one who has a right to redeem. Observe, 
— redemption, — access to God,- pilgrimage toward the land, — God's will for the 
elect when there, — conflict and failure in heavenly places,— all these relations of 
the elect may in measure be apprehended by saints, while yet the Church as the 
bride is unseen : all these are passed through by the elect before they come to 
Kings, that is before Rule in Israel is apprehended. But after Ruth follow at 
once The Kings, four books, which under varied aspects give us the different 
forms of rule or government in Israel. We have nothing like this before. A 
Deliverer saving us from Egypt ; a Priest cleansing us, and opening a way to God ; 
a Prophet teaching us His will touching the land ; a Captain guiding us into the 
rest ; a Judge delivering us there from our enemies ; these are ever relations in 
which the Word is more or less revealed to and apprehended by us, before our 
souls are exercised about Kings or rule. But this last relation, though not so soon 
apprehended, is as valuable as the rest. The Church's sorrow and weakness 
springs not a little from its being disregarded. 

" Now this manifestation of the Word in reference to Rule is the subject of 
the Books of Kings. Pour distinct stages or characters of Rule are here brought 
before us, respecting each of which the mind of God is shewn. The first book 
gives us the kingdom as in the hands of Saul ; the second, the kingdom under 
David ; the third, the kingdom under Solomon, and its failure and division under 
his sons ; the fourth, the gradual declension of the kingdom, down to its final 
ruin ; from the first rebellion of the petty state of Moab against Israel, to the 
captivity of all Israel in Babylon. The broad distinction between the different 
characters of rule in the Church, as well as the vicissitudes connected with the 
course of each, — what rule is according to God, what is contrary to His mind, — 
the errors of true rule as well as of false, — the different measures in which that 
rule which is of God may be faithfully administered, — the circumstances and 
ways wherein it fails, — all these and other intimately connected subjects, are 
brought before us here in detail, shewing how large a place the truths respecting 
the government of His people occupy in the mind of God." 

Our reader's indulgence should be asked for burdening him with so long a 
selection. But, perhaps, in no better way can one see the general method and 
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tendency of the " mystic " or " allegorizing " method. What support do its ad- 
herents claim for it ? 

(1) There was more in Christ, the incarnate "Word, than met the eye or ear; 
he was hidden. So the meaning of the written Word was hidden, and its treas- 
ures are to be dug out by the believer. 

(2) As Christ manifested himself only in proportion to the needs and faith 
of those that sought him, so the meaning of the Word can be learned only as we 
have a need for what it contains, and as we have faith. Nothing opens its treas- 
ures but need and faith. 

(3) Christ's words, as well as Christ himself, were mysterious; their meaning 
hidden from the multitude ; open to all, but opened to few ; and so all portions 
of the written Word. 

(4) When Christ and his apostles referred to the Old Testament, they quote 
the passages employed, apart from their proper context, applying to Christ and 
the Church, circumstances in the life of an Old Testament character, or events in 
the history of Israel as a nation. The passages treated thus by Christ and the 
apostles are but examples of what it was intended every true believer should do. 

(5) "No prophecy of Scripture is of private interpretation;" i. e., while in 
the case of other books " whatever is said of any person, thing, city or nation 
relates to, and is to be understood of, that person, thing, city or nation only, in 
the case of Scripture this is not so. Scripture has more than one object and ap- 
plication. The letter covers a second, though a kindred sense." 

There is not space for discussion, after so lengthy a presentation, of the 
author's views. It only remains to be said, that by such interpreters (and the 
number of them, it must be confessed, is very large) God's word receives shame- 
ful treatment. More injury is done the cause of Bible-study by the inculcation 
of such views, than would be received by it from the attacks of a thousand Inger- 
solls. May the day soon come when such ideas of the Bible truth shall be as rare, 
as is the belief in witchcraft. 



THE PROPHECY OF JOEL.* 



This treatise is the continuation of a dissertation which received the 
approval of the Philosophical Faculty of the University of Leipzig. The subject 
discussed is one which, as is suggested by the author, has received an unusual 
amount of attention from recent scholars. After stating briefly the various views, 
among which that of Merx is accorded greatest attention, our author, dividing his- 
work into three parts, discusses 

1) The Contents, Unity and Aim of Joel ; 

2) Whether Joel lived before or after the Exile ; 

3) The particular pre-exilic age in which he prophesied. 

The allegorical interpretation of the first part of the Book of Joel is rejected ; 
and the array of arguments produced in favor of the literal interpretation is 
truly formidable. Perhaps a better presentation of the literal view has never 
been made. One paragraph is worthy of particular notice : 

"While it would be entirely unusual and even peculiar to begin a prophecy in 
forms of the past and at the same time to call upon the memory of the hearers or 



* The Prophecy op Joel, its Unity, its Aim, and the Age of its Composition. By William 
L. Pearson, A. M., Ph. D. Leipzig: Tlusodor Stauffer, 1885. Price, $1.50. 



